




Omneon Spectrum media server

Phoenix playout control desk

Dayang News studio playout controllers

The Omneon systems are integrated with ingest encoders, a 
newsroom system and a media asset management (MAM) system 
from Dayang. The Dayang systems, in conjunction with the 
automation system, feed file-based content to two Omneon 
MediaDeck systems in the news department, to MediaDeck 
systems in Studio 2 and Studio 4, to six Omneon Spectrum media 
server systems in playout, and to an HD-capable Spectrum 
system in Studio 1.

All incoming video is ingested as DVCPRO® 50 media files under 
the management of the Dayang ingest system to a nearline 
storage system. A long-term data archive is maintained on a 
SpectraLogic T950 HSM system. The Dayang MAM system 
manages the movement of the files and the updating of related 
metadata during production.

As program preparation is completed, finished files are archived 
to the SpectraLogic T950.  The Pebble Beach automation system 
then accesses the required material from the Dayang MAM 
storage systems and provides a playlist and convenient user 
interface for program playout via the appropriate Spectrum or 
MediaDeck server.

During some periods of the Phoenix TV day, the first 30 minutes 
of the hour’s clean on-air feed is recorded as a single 30-minute 
event back into the Omneon Spectrum media server.  It is then 
immediately played to air during the second 30 minutes of the 
hour, this time with different commercials, promos and a real-time 
news ticker.

The Result
The Omneon media server systems at Phoenix TV support the 
native formats required by the broadcaster’s new tapeless 
workflow. With the ability to play out media without concern for 
format, Phoenix TV staff experience simpler media access and 
handling in a workflow that reduces the time and cost of taking 
media to air. By replacing VTRs and legacy server systems, the 
Omneon infrastructure has also enabled Phoenix TV to eliminate 
costs associated with tape itself and with ongoing maintenance of 
VTR machines. The Omneon server systems provide the reliable 
performance and day-to-day stability critical to maximizing uptime 
and service quality, and their modular design and flexible 
bandwidth and storage capacity give the broadcaster an easily 
extensible foundation for future growth.
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